THE 2024 FREDEEN LECTURE

ANALYSIS OF THE GOVERNMENT RELATIONS BETWEEN

CREDIT UNIONS AND THE FARM CREDIT CANADA

Despite playing a pivotal role in the Canadian economy - credit unions serve more than 10 million people- their
participation in policy advocacy (outside-in lobbying) and policymaking (inside co-design) remains understudied.
Building on early scholarship suggesting that co-operatives are ill-suited to either role because of the often-
divergent needs and interests of their membership, this research explores a case where credit unions have had

to engage in advocacy and policymaking to protect their business and purpose against intrusions from Farm
Credit Canada (FCC), a government-owned agricultural lender that, unlike other government lenders, operates

in competition with the private sector and without a‘complementarity’ mandate. This presentation will describe
the evolving relationship between credit unions and FCC over the past 50 years, identify the lessons learned, and
suggest its implications for future policy advocacy and policymaking efforts by the Canadian credit union sector.
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